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                                                     CONNECTIONS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS -  6TH GRADERS 

Communications Path 
Creative Writing: Reading and writing are equally vital components in effective communication and are key components of effective storytelling.  
Students will exercise analytical reading, writing, and communication skills as they engage in the literary works of others.  Additionally, they will 
publish their own original creative writing on a self-selected topic to share with others.   

Journalism: Reading and writing are equally vital components in effective communication.  Students will exercise analytical reading, writing, and 
communication skills as they research various self-selected topics and synthesize the information to report their findings objectively. 

Debate: The art of debate introduces students to literacy-rich activities that heavily engage students in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
research—all vital skills for the 21st century.  Students will learn to construct unbiased arguments for/against topics with evidence from their 
research to support their claims. 

Spanish: This is an introductory foreign language course that will afford 6th grade students the opportunity to learn how to communicate 
conversationally in Spanish.  Students will encounter a variety of technologies to enhance communication and allow for direct connection to the 
Spanish language and culture. 

Health & Physical Education Path 
Physical Education:  In physical education, students will learn how to participate in a variety of activities and game-like situations which focus on 
various motor and manipulative skills, movement concepts, physical fitness, personal and social responsibility, self-expression, safety, and 
enjoyment.  

Health: Students learn how to live healthy lifestyles and reduce their risks for unhealthy behaviors. Additionally, age-appropriate instruction 
regarding safety, personal health and wellness, mental and emotional health, healthy eating, alcohol and other drugs, tobacco, violence 
prevention and human growth and anatomy will be implemented. 

Fine Arts Path 
Band: Band classes are performance ensembles in which 6th grade students at the Beginning level are introduced to instruments such as flute, 
clarinet, saxophone, drums, and much more. The AKS for Band instruction uniquely embraces a performance- and standards-based curriculum. 
Throughout the year, band students participate in a number of performances throughout the year and may participate in various local, statewide, 
regional, national, and international festivals and competitions. This course requires a yearlong commitment. 

Orchestra: Orchestra classes are performance ensembles in which 6th grade students at the Beginning level are introduced to instruments such as 
violin, viola, cello, and bass. The AKS for Orchestra instruction uniquely embraces a performance- and standards-based curriculum. Throughout the 
year, orchestra students participate in a number of performances throughout the year and may participate in various local, statewide, regional, 
national, and international festivals and competitions. This course requires a yearlong commitment. 

Chorus: Chorus classes are performance ensembles in which 6th grade students at the Beginning level are introduced to the art of using their 
voices as their instrument. The AKS for Chorus instruction uniquely embraces a performance- and standards-based curriculum. Throughout the 
year, chorus students participate in a number of performances throughout the year and may participate in various local, statewide, regional, 
national, and international festivals and competitions. This course requires a yearlong commitment. 

Visual Arts: In visual arts class students experiment with various art forms such as ceramics, drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, design, 
crafts, and/or photography. 

Theatre Arts: Theatre is a collaborative form of fine art that allows students to become live performers, who present the experience of a real or 
imagined event before a live audience. 

STEM Path 
Environmental Problem-Solving (Earth Science): Through the integration of science and engineering practices with content, students develop 
a strong understanding in the earth as well as problem-solving and critical-thinking skills.  This class focuses on inquiry-based content instruction in 
conjunction with practices necessary for the development of future scientists and engineers. To that end, students will refine their ability to make 
obtain, evaluate, and communicate scientific information while developing skills necessary for investigation and innovation. 

Computer Science: Students will develop a working knowledge of computer hardware by interacting with a disassembled computer and 
identifying components, as well as design and create computer programs using the principles of computational thinking.  Throughout the semester 
students will have the opportunity to apply computational thinking skills across a variety of projects.  This sixth grade connections class provides an 
introductory look at careers in the fields of Computer Science, Computer Engineering, and Software Engineering. 

Engineering:  Students will examine the nature of engineering and technology, as well as explaining the engineering design process. Throughout 
the semester students will have the opportunity to apply the engineering design process to solving real world problems, analyze data to make 
data-driven decisions, and demonstrate the concepts they earn through hands-on projects. This sixth grade Connections class provides an 
introductory look at careers in the manufacturing, civil, and mechanical engineering fields. 

Introduction to Business: Students will develop and model employability skills, as well as apply basic skills in a variety of Microsoft programs.  
Throughout the semester students will have the opportunity to discuss internet safety and security and utilize the internet as a resource.  This sixth 
grade Connections class provides an introductory look at careers in the business field.   

 


